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Element abundance signatures have long been used as tracers of physical processes throughout astrophysics.
Understanding the spatial and temporal variations in the composition of the solar corona provides insight into
how matter and energy flow from the solar chromosphere out into the heliosphere. In this work, we investi-
gate the spatial distribution of highly varying plasma composition around one of the largest sunspots of solar
cycle 24. Observations of the photosphere, chromosphere, and corona are brought together with magnetic
field modeling of the sunspot in order to probe the conditions that regulate the degree of plasma fractionation
within loop populations of differing connectivities. Loops above the umbra contain unfractionated plasma, i.e.
photospheric composition, while coronal loops rooted in the penumbra contain fractionated plasma with the
highest levels observed in the loops that connect within the active region. The distribution of the highly frac-
tionated plasma appears to be correlated with the spatial locations at which intrinsic magnetic perturbations
are identified in high spatial resolution spectropolarimetric observations of the solar chromosphere. Tracing
field lines from regions of highly fractionated plasma in the corona to locations of magnetic perturbations
detected in the chromosphere shows that they are magnetically linked. These results indicate a direct con-
nection between sunspot chromospheric activity and observable changes in coronal plasma composition. We
interpret our findings in the wider context of coronal heating and the ponderomotive force model of elemental
fractionation.

Student poster?

Do you want to be considered for a student poster prize?

Primary authors: BAKER, Deborah (UCL/MSSL); Dr STANGALINI, Marco (ASI); Dr VALORI, Gherardo
(MPS); Dr BROOKS, David H. (George Mason University); Dr DEMOULIN, Pascal (LESIA); Dr ERMOLLI, Ilaria
(INAF); Dr GIORGI, Fabrizio (INAF); Dr JAFARZADEH, Shahin (University of Oslo); Dr JESS, David (Queen’s
University, Belfast); Dr MACBRIDE, Conor (Queen’s University, Belfast); Dr MURABITO, Mariarita (INAF); Dr
STANSBY, David (UCL/MSSL); Mr TO, Andy S. H. (UCL/MSSL); Prof. VAN DRIEL-GESZTELYI, Lidia (UCL/MSSL)

Presenter: Mr TO, Andy S. H. (UCL/MSSL)

Session Classification: Poster Session 9.3

Track Classification: Session 3 - Fundamental Plasma Processes in the Solar Atmosphere: Magnetic
Reconnection, Waves, Emission, Particle Acceleration


