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Astronomy has a lot to do with Ulysses, or rather, Ulysses has a lot to do with astronomy.  The relevance and meaning of the connection vary in time and depend on the knowledge and intention of single artists and of course on the astronomical horizon of a given age.  
I begin with Christopher Nolan’s Odyssey, where, curiously enough, we encounter only one astronomical reference. I try to understand why, in view both of Nolan’s background (he was the director of Interstellar) and of the presence of astronomy in Homer’s Odyssey, where a central passage in Book V displays the night sky following which Odysseus has to orient himself if he wants to sail home to Ithaca from Calypso’s island. 
This passage establishes a literary tradition that goes from Homer to our own times. After showing the actual importance of Ulysses in today’s astronomical horizon, I go through that tradition offering a few examples from classical antiquity, the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, and modernity.   
