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CERES: The Most Anticipated
Planet(oid)

Ceres was discovered in 1801, but its orbital elements were published in 1681
by this man: Jacob Bernoulli




Bernoulli first wrote In
High Dutch in 1681, then
In this Latin book of 1682.
He was convinced there
was a “missing planet”
between the orbit of Mars
and Jupiter.



— = “The point f is without doubt

Sy stema occupied by another primary

Hevelianum planet. But this, both because of
' the extreme smallness of its

body and because of its

immense distance from us,

perpetually escapes our gaze."

In this diagram from Bernoulli's
book, “f’ at lower left marks the
spot between the two planetary
orbits that seemed to require
another planetary body. He gave
its distance from the Sun = 2.583
AU, with a period of revolution=

4 years, 157 days; actual values
for Ceres: 2.77 AU, 4 years, 222
days.




Baron Franz von Zach

In 1785, 2 years after meeting
William Herschel in England,
Zach wrote down the orbital
elements of what he termed
“the supposed planet
between Mars and Jupiter.”



The Astronomical Congress of 1798:
FIRST NEWSPAPER REPORT
relating to the subsequent Discovery of Ceres

This is the first newspaper
report in the history of Ceres
studies: 31 July 1798.

Franz von Zach organised the
world's first international
meeting of astronomers,
reported in the Gotha
newspaper.

The meeting prompted him to
found a society to search for
the Unseen Planet.




How to Classify Ceres?

“We watched for the transit of the
disputed star with great anxiety,” said
Cacciatore. “It was again wide of the
place it had occupied in the heavens
on the preceding and all other nights.”
“Oh, Oh!,” cried Piazzi. “We have

& found a planet.” (Jan. 4, 1801) Piazzi

8 followed the object until mid-February, but

he did not publicly declare it a planet.



The word 'Asteroid' was created by Charles Burney Jr.

In 1802 fewer than a dozen
scholars in England were experts
in ancient Greek. Burney Jr. was
one of them, and he was actually

nicknamed 'The Greek.'

On May 4, 1802, Burney Jr.
created the word 'asteroid.' Two
days later, Herschel's landmark
paper on Ceres and Pallas was
read to The Royal Society in

London. It introduced 'asteroid’

to the world.



Piazzi vs Herschel

“Could we not establish as a distinctive mark between
the planets and comets the intersection of their orbits
reduced to the ecliptic? And for naming, could one not
call the little planets Planetoids? Because | confess
the name asteroids seems to me more appropriate for
the small stars.”

Letter from Piazzi to Herschel, 4 July 1802



THE FIRST NEWSPAPER REPORT ON THE DISCOVERY OF CERES: Feb. 1801
in the Journal de Paris, the first daily French newspaper

.Sicwe. — Palerme, i5 janvier. Le 1.
de ce mois, i a éié découvert de notré obfer-
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PR PR S | L. - S, K : ‘flatif sne note rel L@
pevt Vippercevoir 2 la fimple vue. Son mou-

* i

devoirs envers le§ voyaghuss que ceny du gr.‘;nd st
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The Journal de Paris article: first
example of misinformation about Ceres

“Sicily — Palermo, January 15. On the 1st of this
month, a new comet in the shoulder of Taurus,
near the 19th star of Mayer, was discovered from
our observatory. It was observed on the 1st, 2nd,
3rd and 4th, as it passed the meridian. Although it
is not covered with any kind of nebulous spot, it
still cannot be seen with the naked eye. Its
movement is retrograde; it goes forward toward
the north.”

A critical point to note about the content of the
announcement is the identification of the object
as being near the 19th star of Mayer. Mayer 19
was 1n fact some 45 degrees away from the

position of Ceres! Mayer 109 was meant.



May 6, 1801: First German
Newspaper report
Allgemeine

Literatur-Zeitung, founded in 1785

" e S . ._A_.__J._A_._.. _
Published in Jena ',-{n«:?' ~ r‘—-‘ _
- ’ ol P, 7 -——--——mJ - e

9 8. 48 D S S

Bode wants to describe
itasa

planet

SRR



Bode's Gambit

Bode was the
first astronomer
to use the
power of the
press to
advance a
personal
agenda.




Zach admonishes Bode & the German newspapers: the first
engagement of a science journal with the press.

Bode declared Piazzi's discovery to be a planet,
not a comet. “He wanted to steal the glory
from Piazzi,” Zach wrote.

Bode also preempted Piazzi's right to name his
discovery, calling it in every German
newspaper “Juno”. The feud between Bode,
Piazzi and Zach reverberated across Europe.

Monthly Correspondence, June issue.



Zach lists the newspapers in which Bode planted stories
“Zach and Bode are now not friends” : letter from Olbers to
Gauss, 19 Sept. 1802.

Zach wrote: “Professor Bode had news of it
printed in the Berlin newspaper no. 57 of May
12, in the Intelligensia page of the General
Literary Newspaper of Jena no. 90 of May 6
[the one we just read] and in the Hamburg
Impartial Correspondence no. 76 of May 13.
Out of this, it came to the general public
through several other political newspapers.”

Monthly Correspondence, June issue.



May 15, 1801, reporting
on a letter written May 9

Hamburger Relations-Courier, P2. no. 77;
First mention of Oriani



Hamburg newspaper




May 19, 1801: a letter from Berlin

Aungu rgiSChe (Augsburg Ordinary Post Newspaper, founded 1686)
Ordinari

Postzeitung




May 23, 1801

Binnenlandsche Bataafsche courant:

printed in The Hague

This newspaper published the first report in The
Netherlands about the discovery:

“Piazzi discovery in Palermo, which is without nebula and is
clearly not a Comet, is now considered by prominent
astronomers in Germany, Mr. Bode and others, with almost

certainty to be (as far as our knowledge is concerned) a new
planet.”



June 4, 1801

Upper Palatinate Weekly Gazette

Published in Bavaria



https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2789613-4
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2789613-4

June 9, 1801

Discusses role of Baron von Zach in Gotha

I Der neue Planet,

€6 ift audgemacht, daf unfer Syflem mit einem neuen Plao
Reten vermeprt werden muf.  Der Baron v, Jad) auf dee
Stexnmarte auf dem SeeBerge bei Gotha hatte feine Babn fhon
vor 16 Jabren berechnet, und feine Kechnung an drei Orten,
unter andirn bet Bode in Berlin niedergelegt, WIS er tm voris
gen Jaore die Reife nach Bremen, von reldyer ung die neucfen
Stiite feince Kovrefpondeny einige febr lebrreidhe Fragmente
uber Liliencbal muctbeden, und RNiederSacfen machte , Datte
fih eine ®cefelifchaft von 16 Afronomen vereinigt, diefen Stern,
der fetner Klenbeit wegen (er ik von der neunten Srdfe) fmwee
ju finden iR, — aufjufucden, und ju beobachten, Sie Patten
den Himmel unter fih getbeilt, Dder friedlicyfle umd grdfe
TheilungeZrattat, der je auf der Erde gefchloffen woeden iff,
it thnen juvortommen, Wertwirdig s, daf er ipn ge.
rade am cifien Tag ded neuen Tabrbunderts entdelte, Kebrte
Wftcda mit ibm ju den Stechlichen ¢



https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2747832-4

June 20, 1801

De nieuwe Haagse Nederlandse courant

Published in The Hague

| De baron van Zach heeft reeds voor 16 jasren op den fter-
'retoren op den zecberg by Gothe de loopbaan van ecne nieu-.
'we planeet ontdeke.  Toen Iy voorleden jaar de reis naar
'Breme en Nederfuxen deed, had een gezelfchap van zefica
{terrekundigen zig vercengd om deze fter, die wegens haa-
're kleinte (zynde van de negende grootre) moeilyk te vindea
is 4 optezoeken en waartencmen. Zy hadden den hemel onder -
zig verdeeld , het vredelievendite en grootfte traktaat vanvex-
decling, het welk ooit op aarde gefloten is. Piazzzi is hun

voorgekomen. Het is opmerkivk, dat hy dezelve unﬁ’ op
den eerften dag der negentiende eeuw ontdekte.



June 20, 1801

“The Baron de Zach already discovered the orbit
of a new planet 16 years ago in the
observatory near Gotha. When he made the
journey to Bremen and Lower Saxony last
yvear, he met with a company of sixteen
astronomers who had collaborated to locate
and observe this star, which is difficult to find
because of its small size (being of the ninth
magnitude).



June 20, 1801 cont.

“They had divided heaven among themselves,
the most peaceful and greatest treaty of
partition ever concluded on earth.

Piazzi occurred to them. It is remarkable that he
discovered it precisely on the first day of the
nineteenth century.”



The ‘Mass Ceremony’ of Reading a Newspaper

“The force of the newspaper lies in its
periodicity; the ceremony is incessantly
repeated day after day, and the reader has
confidence in the ongoing steady, anonymous,
simultaneous activity of the nation moving

through time.”

Emma Mason, Prof. of English, Univ. of Warwick, 2026; writing
about importance of reading a newspaper in early 19th
Century.



The Morning Chronicle: It was in this Aug. 6 issue that
the public in London first read about Piazzi’s discovery.
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FIRST BRITISH NEWSPAPER REPORTS:
August 6, 1801

The Morning Chronicle (London):
P2, no. 10,050

Caledonian Mercury: P3, no. 12,465
General Evening Post: P2

Whitehall Evening Post: P1

All four published the same story



THE FIRST British NEWSPAPER REPORT: Caledonian Mercury, founded in Edinburgh in
1720. This is the 6 Aug 1801 article on the discovery of Ceres, which features an
attack on Piazzi’s character by Britain’s Astronomer Royal, Nevil Maskelyne.

e T
. A NEW PLANET. :
_ An important circumftance in aftronomiy has
jult occurred, no lefs than the difcovery of a-
nother New Planet.  This celeftial phenome-
won moves between the orbits of Mars and Fu-
ptery and is an intermediate planet beétween
them. It was difcovered by M. Piazzi, an I-
talian altronomer, on the 1t of January 18o1.
He concealed the difcovery, to preferve all the
honour and obfervations to himfelf, till, after fix
“":gks clofe watching, he fell ill. It will not
“:1n g fituation, with regard to the Sun, to be
95-:rzrved again, till 2 month or.two hence., It
%32t 2 {mall Plaget, ranking only as a Star of
:.E: ¢ighth magnitude, and therefore vifible to
t:l" Daked eye.  lts motion is nearly parallel to
the E_clipzic, at prefent about four degiees and
2 2alf to the north of it, and nearly ertering
tefign Leo, The diftance from the Sug isa-
0Ut two three-fifths times that of the earM, #nd

! o P . .
te periodical time nearly four years and two
months,




August 7, 1801

The Times of London (issue
2353) published a two-sentence
bulletin in its daily edition: "An
important discovery has been
announced—that of a new
planet. M. Piazzi, an Italian
astronomer, claims the merit of
this discovery."



August 8, 1801

The Lancaster Gazetteer: no. 8 P4
The Cornwall Gazette: P3

both reprinted The Caledonian Mercury article
of Aug. 6



August 8, 1801

Cambridge

Chronicle & Journal

P3, no. 1365

Most extensive

newspaper article

about Ceres in Aug/01

AN EIGHTH. PR!MARY PL ‘\\ET i
To the Emroa qf L C.unxlucg CiroNiCLE.
SR, -

! I ‘HQUGH the mnéteenth c‘nturv is" yet in its in-
fancy; it can boast of on@ of the most brilliant

-+ ducovenee which. has. hitherto been recorded in the annals
{ of science; namely, that of an eighth primary planet.

The first public notice of this discovery that appeared in
England, was briefly given in the last Number of the
Mont/;lu x\Jamzme, in which it #s'stated that this. Planet
“¢ ‘\was discovered by M. Prazzy, an {talian Astronomer,
% on the.lst of January.1801. -He concealed: the dis-
¢ covery, to preserve all-the honour and obséivations to
 himself, till after six weeks close watching he fell iil,
¢ This celestial Phenomenon moves-between the orbits of
¢ Mars and Jupiter, and is an intermediate’ planet be-
¢ tween themw. * It is but 3 small plinet, ranking on!y as
‘¢ 2 star of the 8th magnitude, ‘n‘d'-"thereforc not visibie
¢ to the naked eye.”

The most celébrated ashonom}u in England and France
think there'can be no doubt of;the (ealltv of this discovery.

| Dr. Maskelyne, the present worthiy“and excellent As-

tronomer  Royal is of this opinlon, and  is therefore
solicitously preparing. lumsclt‘ 0. observe. the new planet

“as soon 4s. it coines iuto a proper dtGation. As (his star

has been only observed in - the small portion of its orbit,
through which it moved iun the interval between the st
of fanvary and the lith of Febtuary, when AL, Piuaei
was obligéd, by illness to discontinue his observations, it
is not to beexpectﬁd that the elements ‘of its theory aée

1 determiued with very great precision: some.of them have,

however, been deduced from the given data (by ,M' “Lu
Lenae, 1 believe) in an articte which ~will be given in
Zack’s Monthly Cnrrespon?{qncf pubhshed in Germany.
Through the kindness and zeit for-the cause -of science,

of a ver_v’emiuent Mathematician' of (his.country, I have

‘been favoured with a translation- of ‘the above-mentioned
article; from which the tollowmg extracts are made for
ethe information of your readers ; for'] ani convinced that
the paper itsglf is, as yet, in the hands'of very few persons
in England. . o .




August 8 article continued, with a translation of Lalande’s article in the MC

E

“ [ send you the promised continuation of my ihves-
tigations with regard to the star discovered bV Pruzai,
I thought it worth while te-take the fﬂmhle toascertain the

form of its orbit, theugh the drc through which it has
_run since it has been observed is-too smAl) to expect a greut

degree of accuracy from my compuytations. I thmk ,
however, that theae may serve to fmlitale the ﬁnchnv of
the. star, - :
: , - / 7

0 Place of the asecending nbde....ﬁ_ ' '20 58 ' 30
Inclination of the arbit....... o s 30 AT 020
Plageof the Apheliom.........8 8 59 37
Timeof the passage throagh the
Apbelitm— January 1801 10es KT OITO

Exeentricity «.voeevens s R A= 0-056%
Logarithm of thé greater semi-2xis...0-4106386
‘Time of the siderial Period......,.....4*15 years

¢¢ This Ellipsis gives the longitudes and latitudes of five
observations within afew seconds: it-would not be difficult
to ascertain jt with greater, accuracy, but the arc being so
small, it weuld be superfluous-to take that trouble.”,




August 8 article conclusion by Gregory, later Professor of Mathematics, Royal Military
Academy

|-} This planet at present -passes the meridian so vearly at,
the same time with' the Sup, that no observations can be
" made upon it: for *¢ frum July the Iith 6l Aug. 12,
_it will-go through the consteliation of Cuns:er. Till on
'} the- 12th of Auvam the: plauet v.fﬂ’ & found with less
| difficulty; it \nll rise about an hour’ before the Sun,
standing 14 degree above the northern Ass. The 26th
3 | of August it \nll pass very near the star X7 in Cancer.
The Qod of September it will be 2% deégrees below Chi in-
; | Leo, and the §th oI Cotober 1 degrees below Gamma
, |-in Leo. Atthe35th f October the planet will rise as
eyrly as halfpast -one G'clock in the morning; therefore,
1 | 5 hours hefore sun-rise, in the dark of the night; but it
r | will then be observed ver) well at the appearing of the.
new-nioon.”
As I'am fearful of engrcssing too much room, I must
: omit makina farther éxtradts from this mtercs(lng paper:’
2 | L regretthis the less, huwever, sinee it will probably soon
5 make its appearance in our mosf noted Seientific jouruals. ]
- Neverthetess, as the matter is' so lmponant as to demand
and-deserve the aunited” ‘exeftions of all Astronomers, I
) | shall willinzgly commumtate a table of the probable places
y | of the pianet for every five days untik. Nov. 8, to any
,. bent!eman whose situation or iuclmamm has (urnished
e | him with' opporfunities ‘of further examining into the
truth of the hrilliant discovery which it is the Objet.l of .
this letter to make known. .
I am, ‘Sir, your’s respectfuuv :
; OLINTHUS G‘REGORY‘

.'" ] = .‘ .’v o 4 ,J >
S i3 o .

.

Camsxmcz, Arug. 5.




August 12, 1801

The Bury &

Norwich Post,

Report written by

Capel Lofft

1

| e T— 1
On the lately discovered PLANET.

To the PRINTER of the BURY POST.
S IR,

There has been a little incredulity rgspecting
the PLANET between Mars and Fupiter, said to
have been discovered by Piazzi, an Italian astro-
nomer. This discovery had been expected pretty
early inthe last century by Maclaurin, and others.
And I think myself fortunate that in March 1800,
in reviewing the Athenian Letters in the New
London Review, I ventured to hint an expecta-
tion of it: and to offer conjectures relative to its
size and probable distance, apparent magnitnde,
and degree of light: which have not, I think,
been very far from the truth. May we not hope
that this Planet will be distinguished by a name
consonant to the mythologic analogy, which has
given their appellations to the so long knawn
parts of our system: and that it will be cailed,
in .an age of science, MINERVA. A glorious
opening of the 19th century, it assuredly is, to
have made such a discovery as this of Piazzi, on
the first day of the New Century, Jan. 1, 1801.

7 Aug.  Iremain, your’s sincerely, C. L.

P e 4 L
(X \:-\\.\..\—,;- (“;‘}&7 ey s N —




August 13, 1801

General Evening Post: P4; no. 10,751

This is a reprint of the Aug. 12 Bury & Norwich
Post story.



Aug. 14, 1801

Chester Chronicle: P3




August 14, 1801

The Edinburgh
Advertiser:
P1,

No. 3926

First mention

of Burckhardt

A new Planet was difcovered on the 1t of
January laft, by M. Prazzi. It is of the fize
of a ftar of the eighth magnitude ; its mean
diftance from the fun is 2.¢5 the carth’s dif-
tance bemng unity, confequently its periodic
time 1s 4.13 years, and its fituation between
Mars and Fupiter ; its eccentricity is {fimall,
and the inclination of its orbit between 10°
and r1°. When difcovered, it was near its
aphelion and paft its oppofition to the fun,
It was obferved by M. Prazzt alone for fix
weeks, when he fe!l ill, and it has not been
obferved fince. Dr. BuRkHARDT, an afiiitant
to La Lanpg, 1s employed in computing its
elements, and has already publithed a memoir,
i 1n German, on the fubje&,. |




August 15, 1801

The Caledonian Mercury (Edinburgh): P4

It explicitly introduced readers to the physical
characteristics of the "new planet," reporting
that its incredibly slow, precise progress
through the heavens ruled out the erratic,
trailing behavior of typical comets



Salisbury

Journal, P3

Reprint of Aug. 12 article

In Bury & Norwich Post

August 17, 1801

- —— —

§ v—— e ™

— —m AR

AsrRoNomy.—~The New Comer discovered by Tazzi,
the Italian Astronomer, is situated b:twcea Mars and:
Jupiter.—Mr. Capcl Lofft savs, * Tais discovery had
been expected pretty early in the last century by Mac-
laurin, and others. And I think myself fortunate that in
March 1800, in reviewing the Athenian Letters in the
New London Review, I ventured to hint an expcctation
of it: and to offer comjectures relative to its size and
probable distance, apparent maznitude, and degree of
light : which have not, I think, scn ve -y far from the
truth. May we not hope that this Planet will be . distin-
guished by a name consonant té the mythologic analogy,”
which has given their-appellations to the so long known
parts of our system: and that it will b: called, in an age
of science, Minerva? A glorious opening of the 19¢h
century, it assuredly is, to have ma le such a discovery as

this of Piazzi, on the first day of the New Century, Jan. 1,
1801.” I :



August 18, 1801

Hull Packet: P4

Nomenclature:
Lofft’s
suggestion of
Minerva gets

more publicity

Its motion is nearly parallel to the ecliptic, at Ere-

. d NEW PLANET.

‘A N important circomftance in  Aflronomy
has juft. occurred, no lefs than the dif-
tovery of another Ne® Planet.——This celeftial |

phériomenon moves between the orbits.of Mars and

Jupiter, “and is an intermediate plapet between
them, . Tt-was difcovered by M. Piazzi, an Italian

“Afllronomer, .on the 1ft of January, 18c1. He

concealed the difcovery, to preferve allthe honour

and oblervations to himfelf; til}; after fix. weeks

clofe watching, he fell ill. It will not be in a

fitvation, with regard to the fun, to be obferved

again, till a month or two hence. It.is but a fmall
planct, ranking only as a ftar of the eiglith magni-
tude, and therefore nou vifible to the naked eye.

fent about four degrees” and a half to- the north of.
i, and nearly entering the fign Leo. * The dil-
tange from she fun is about two three-fifths*timnes
that of the earth, and the periodical time neatly
four years and two months.—Mr. Capel Loff:, of
Trofton, near Bury, has fuggefted the propriety

((in this_age. of {cience) of calling the New Planet
Mierva. - .+ T . :

o L JIMER.




August 20, 1801

Exeter Flying
Post: P2

V 36, no. 1975
“Glorious
opening

of 19t C”

‘AsTRoNOMY.~The New Comer discovered by
‘Piazzi, the Italian Astronomer. is situated between

Murs Snd J@uiter.-—Mr. Capgl LofMus says, ¢ This dis-
covery hud bren expected gretty carly in the last cen-
tury by Maclaarin, and others. And I think myscll
fortubidte that in March 15090, in reviewing the Athe:
aian Letters in the New london Review, I ventured
to hint an expectation of it: and to otfer conjectures
relative to its size and prcbable distance, apparent
magnitude, and degree of light: which have not, 1
think, been very far from the truth, DMay we not
hope that this Planet will be distinguished by a name
consonant to the mythologic analogy, which has given
their appellations to the so long known parts of our
system : and ghat it will be called, in an age of science,
Minerva? A glorious opening of the 10th century, It
assuredly is, to bave made such adiscovcty as this of

Piazzi, on the first day of the New Century, Jan. 1,
| 1801." -




Piazzi used this transit instrument in Palermo Observatory to discover Ceres.
“It was with this instrument,” Piazzi said to an interviewer in 1808, “I ascertained that
the Ceres Ferdinandea is a planet.”




September 13, 1801

Published in Mainz

Describes Zach’s work
at Seeberg Observatory,

including as editor of the MC

~ Der neue Planet.

Endlich find die Beobachtungen des neuen Piagsifdhen Ge
ftirng, die in Palermo abfidhtlich verborgen biclt, und
movon er, dl¢ dié nicht flglich Idnger gefcheben Fonnte, mebrere
irvige Abfchriften mitgetheilt Datte, von dem H, Obriflieutes
nant v. Sad auf der Secberger Sternmwarte in einer verbiiege
ten und forveften Abfchriit durch das neuefie Stif der monats
liden Korrefpondens jur Befdrderung dex Erde
und Himmelsfunde * allen Freunden der Afivonomie mitge
theilt wordem. Nur die jweite und wieste Kolumne &n diefer
duffert merfofiedigen Tafel, nemlich die gerade Aufficigung des
®cftivng in Beit, und die ndrdliche Abweichung, find von Par
lermo cingefchift, alle Gbrigen Rubrifen yon dem . v, Sach
mit der von {bm befannten unvergleichlidhen Senauigleit aus-
gevechnet worden. Bid ju dem Tage, wo jene Nachricht geges
ben murde, (den 26 Yug.), baben auf der Gothaifhen Sternd
warte weder Witterung nody andre UmAdnde die Aufluchung dies
fes ®cftitné beginftigen wollm. Decfelbe Fall fcheint bi¢ jest
auf andern Gternmwarten eingetreten ju fepn, Indef bleibt moch
immer die 60 fte Wabeidheintichfeit, daf das Piassifche Se-
fiirn der [dngft vermutbete neue Haupt Planet zwifchen dem
Maré und TJupiter fep, Derfelben Meinung iff auch dey (dmwes
difche ARvonom ju Stockholm, WMelandribielm, deffen ine
tereffanter Brief vom 22 Jul, H, v. Fadh jugleich mitteilt.



https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2747832-4

September 14, 1802

(Paris)

Describes formation of the ‘Celestial Police’

with Johann Schroeter as its president



https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2748557-2
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2748557-2
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2748557-2

October 5, 1801

ol
Der fogenannte, vom Afronomen in Palermo
entdefte, neue Hauptplanet wird nunmehe von ibm felbf
fur ecinen Kometen gebalten.,  Folgendes find feine eigenen
Worte in cinem Schreiben aus Palermo vom 4 Aua., an .
Profeffor Sepffer von Gottingen: ,Jn den erften Tagen fdbien
miv der Stern von achter Brofe ju feon, und ich fddste feinen

%‘amcm ju 7 Getunden. Tn dem lejten Eum_(nmm_nm_ﬁ
ebr.) mar fein Licht lebr vermindert: desbald verd
decte {ch meine Weinung aber feine Befhatfenfeit, und ficls ipn
nui fue cinen Kometen,”

This report alludes to a letter from Piazzi to

Seyffer of 4 August, 1801. Zach was outraged!


https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2747832-4

Zach admonishes the German newspapers:
the first engagement of a science journal with
the press.

“In the newspapers, it was supposedly stated
that Prof Seyffer in Goettingen received a letter

from Piazzi, in which he informs him that he
now declares the star to be a comet. But this
rests entirely on an error regarding the date.
Piazzi’s letter proves at most that the date of
this letter was either incorrectly written or
falsely cited, or that this entire letter was

misunderstood.”



Zach admonishes the German newspapers (2)

“The report of Seyffer’s letter therefore came to
the political newspapers at an inopportune
moment, and the sender was therefore
probably not familiar with what goes on in
astronomy. Otherwise, he would not have
allowed this report of a limping messenger to
appear in the newspaper, through which he
only led the public into confusion.”



Zach admonishes the German newspapers (3)

“In another newspaper, this report is
contradicted, with the entire letter from Piazzi
to Seyffer called into question and declared
apocryphal. We confess candidly that we do
not find the least cause to doubt this letter.”

Monthly Correspondence, Nov. issue, 558-582



November 1, 1801

This page 8 story discusses Bode’s Law from
1772
and the nomenclature

controversy: Juno vs Ceres Ferdinandea



https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2794557-1
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2794557-1
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2794557-1

Published in Gotha,
where Zach had his
observatory.

Only newspaper report

to mention Cacciatore

November 5, 1801



https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2794134-6
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2794134-6

November 6, 1801

on the nomenclature controversy: Juno or Hera or Ceres

Ferdinandea

Die Berliner Jeitung vom 22 Olt, enthdlt folgende Nadhs
vicht: ,,3n gwei Briefen vom 1 und a5 Aug,, welche unfer
Bode vom Piagsi aus Palermo erbalten, erfldet diefer Afiros
nom , baf. er jest den am 1 Jan, entdeften Stern, wie Bode,
fue den feblenden Planeten balte, und daf e fidh nur durdh
das fchwadhe Licht deffetben babe drve fibren laffen. Bor dem
November wird diefer Stern nidyt wieder fichtbar, den viele
deutfche Aftronomen nach den Botternamen der fbrigen Planes
ten, Suno oder Hera mennen, aber CSered Ferdie
nandea (nach der der Eeres beiligen Tufel Sicilien und e
| icjigen Regenten) gemannt wifien will,”



https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2747832-4

In this 1802 map, the first planetoid is called Piazzi !
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November 16, 1801

Recounts the observations from Jan. 1 to Feb. 11
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https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2141933-4
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2141933-4

November 18, 1801

Published in Karlsruhe.

A lengthy article thaton a
second page lists all the planets,
including Ceres,

with their orbital periods and

distance from the Sun



https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2986379-X
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2986379-X
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper/2986379-X

December 8, 1801

A sensational article appeared in the Berlin
newspaper on this date. It was reprinted as far
away as Spain, in the January 12, 1802 issue of

the Gazette de Madrid.

“The astronomer Bode received two letters from
Piazzi of Palermo, which claims to be already
persuaded, as was the same Bode, the star
discovered on January 13 [sic] of this year was

a planet.



December 8, 1801 continued

“Astronomers of Germany proposed to give the
name of Juno by analogy with the other
planets, but Piazzi wants to give the name
Ceres Ferdinandea, referring to Sicily, the
domain of Ceres, and the ruling monarch of

the island.”



Decem

ber 8, 1801 continued

The incendiary article in the Weekly Dispatch
was reprinted in the Hamburger Zeitung on
January 12, 1802, and the Munich newspaper
Kurpfalzbaierische Miincher Stuttszeitung on
Jan. 30. To ensure that the public regarded his

presence to
Ceres, Bode
Law’ fed to t
the Nov. MC

oe at the root of the discovery of
nad his explanation of ‘Bode’s

ne willing press. Zach’s diatribe in
did nothing to dissuade him.




December 22, 1801

General Evening Post:
_Letters from Beilin flate,  that' lebra
P1 ARI;: omer, Bode, gmqem %l Ei%

“ ermo, two leiters, in w&l:‘h be cou:ﬂdx':nh
Q“a that ‘h'fu“ d“' “‘ﬁb 13 o
No. 10805 Janoary latt, ilarpllﬂet." WGGM ﬁﬁtb‘ﬁdu r
propofe 1o call it Juno, hrvtu\ ogy with'the name
of the : other pla'nm_ but

Nomenclature Controversy; and it has discovery
date as 13 January



December 22, 1801

Whitehall Evening Post (P2), and London
Chronicle reprinted the General Evening Post



December 27, 1801

Weekly
Dispatch
(London)
No. 14
‘Fernandia”
Bode’s Law;

Jan. 13 error

J

A Niw PrLaneT.—On the 13th of Janvary laft, a
new Star was difcovered ; and M. De Piazzi, of Pa-
lermo, and M. Bode, of Berlin have agreed that it is a
planet whofe orbit is between thofe of Mars and Jupiter.
The German Aftronomers propofe to call ituz:n.
but Piazzi withes it to be Ceres Fernandia, in all to
Sicily, the antient dominion of Ceres; and to the
reigning Monarch. _

. Bode was the firft who conje&ured that there was
an intermediate planet between Mars and Jupiter. The
following are the data on which he founded this opinion,
which is now about to be verified.

Let the diftance from Saturn to the Sun be 100
t Mercury will be diftant fromthe Sun 4 of thefe parts 4

3 Venus - . gand 3 €« =9
3 The Earth - 4ad 6 - 10
4 Man - 4and 13 - 16
§ The Intermediate ¢ and 124 - 28
6 Jupiter - ¢ and 48 - &2
7 Satura - 4and 96 - 100
| 8 Uranus or the Georginm Sidus 4 and 192 - 196

It is not probable that there fhould be an interruption
in {o regular a feries. It may alfo be obferved, that as
the fquares of the periods of the revolutions of the two
planets are as the cubes of their diftances from the Sun,
the planet fituated between Mars and Jupiter will per-
form its revolution in four years and a half,




January 12, 1802

Hamburger Zeitung:

“A new planet discovery that Mr. Piazzi had
made 1 January 1801, and astronomers had
sought unsuccessfully for four months, was
observed again.”

And so, the story of rediscovery goes on...



THEMES

The Naming Stalemate: A resistance among
English (Minerva) and German astronomers
(Juno) toward the name Ceres Ferdinandea.
While Piazzi had selected this name to honor
both the patron goddess of Sicily and King
Ferdinand Il of Sicily, intellectual circles
expressed a strong preference for dropping
the royal political suffix Ferdinandea in favor
of a strictly classical, politically neutral title.




THEMES

The "Lost" Planet Crisis: Articles towards end of
1801 recapped the intense frustration of the
search. Because Ceres had been obscured by
the Sun's glare for months, observers at
Greenwich and across Europe were essentially
operating blindly.

Nature of Object: Newspapers reported Ceres as
a planet, a comet and a star.
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1958 Comic

THERE'S CERES! TS
THE LARGEST OF THE
ASTEROIDS YET ONLY
- ABOUT 480 MILES @
IN DIAMETER. WE'LL
START OUR
- SEARCH THERE.

" ALL HANDS STANDBY FOR  }
LANDING. BREAK OUT

SPACE SUITS AND
HELMETS, -




Lady Blessington




