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This contribution offers a concise reassessment of previous studies concerning the orientation of the temples
in the ancient Greek colony of Akragas, whose construction dates range from the late 6th century to the sec-
ond half of the 5th century BCE.

Challenging the adequacy of the prevailing ‘topographical’or ‘stellar’explanations proposed by earlier aca-
demics, we have undertaken a new investigation grounded in astronomical calculations. These calculations
were validated using the NASA/Jet Propulsion Laboratory Ephemerides portal of the California Institute of
Technology and subsequently corroborated through the use of the professional software The Sky X, enabling
a reconstruction of the ancient sky as it would have appeared during the historical period in question.

The data thus obtained, when considered in conjunction with a detailed analysis of the topographical context
in which the sacred buildings were erected, served as the foundation for our inquiry. The minimal orographic
challenges encountered—amounting to mere centimeters—suggest that the architects of the Akragas temples
could have readily achieved precise East—-West alignments. This observation implies that the chosen orien-
tations were not dictated solely by urban layout constraints, but rather by additional, perhaps symbolic or
ritual, considerations.

Our hypothesis posits that such orientations were deliberately aligned with key astronomical events, partic-
ularly those corresponding to moments of profound cultural and religious significance within Greek society.
It is within this framework that we investigated the possibility of alignments linked to the solar calendar
(specifically the spring equinox) and their concordance with the lunar calendar (namely, the first new moon
following the spring equinox).
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