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The 17th century was an interesting time in which marvelous discoveries were made, even at the cost of
broken friendships among scientists. One peculiar aspect was the astronomical dispute over comets that
occurred within astronomical circles. The 1660s marked the passage of a comet that many astronomers saw
and studied, but only Cassini proposed an explanation that sparked a massive debate in the academic world
and caused a rift in the Bolognese Academy. Many opposed Cassini, such as Riccioli, while others, like Viviani
and Malvasia, supported Cassini’s work. This paper aims to reconstruct the comet dispute to understand how
an extensive exchange of letters and real-time observational experiences shaped the dispute and influenced
astronomical studies at the time, paving the way for new and exciting studies in astronomy and cosmology
that ultimately led the Cassini-Huygens spacecraft to the edge of the universe.
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