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The years at Wits

First contact: middle 1983

MSc supervisor, PhD supervisor, mentor for my fledgling research career

Difficult period because of apartheid legislation;
ministerial approval to travel and study; group areas act;
environment at Wits was very supportive

Provided template to follow in terms of being an academic and research scientist;
strong impact on my development as an academic and researcher

Staff at: Wits: David Mason, Nigel Bishop, Roy Maartens, Peter Leach, Michael Sears

Students with some Wits connections: Sunil Maharaj, Manoj Maharaj, David Taylor,
Charlemagne Pooe, Abie Kgathi, Athol Kemball, Fazal Mahomed;
William Lesame, Aroon Beesham

Visit of George Ellis

Some notes:
Cigarettes
Cups of coffee
Sowetan newspaper
Planned parenthood
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Ellis@85
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Mason@80

SDM (UKZN) Roy@70 2025 4 / 14



Maartens@70
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Young guns
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Online presence
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Roy as an NRF bureaucrat
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Roy as a socialist
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Relativistic gases, Einstein-Boltzmann equations, spacetime symmetries ...
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Relativistic gravitating fluids, conformal symmetries, inheriting symmetries,
material curves, gravastars ...
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Gravitational collapse, gamma ray bursts...
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Higher order theories, EGB gravity, Lovelock gravity...

Gen. Relativ. Gravit. 26, 599 (1994)
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Roy retirement theorem

Proposition

The mention of retirement generates possibilities such as

The trouble with retirement is that you never get a day off (Abe Lemons),

When a person retires and time is no longer a matter of urgent importance, his colleagues
generally present him with a watch (R.C. Sherriff),

When a person retires, his partner gets twice the person but only half the income. (Chi Chi
Rodriguez).

· · · · · ·
These are possibilities that Roy will not entertain. Hence Roy will NOT retire.
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