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Copernicus on the 

top of Rome

2016: the modern exhibition set-up in villa mellini
Villa Mellini- Headquarters of National Institute for 

Astrophysics (INAF)



The Museum staff

ILARIA Ermolli

Museum and 

Observatory Director

Tiziana Macaluso

Museum, Archive and 

Library Conservator

Head of Library and 

Museum Curator –

Cultural Astronomer

Roberto Danizi

Librarian

Marco Faccini

Museum and Archive 

Registrar - Astronomer
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Giangiacomo Gandolfi



The Wolynski DOnation
The museum in the Collegio 

Romano Observatory

The inventory of the collections
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The Donation document signed by Wolynski in 1882



inauguration in march 2023 
The Museum was opened with a 

public ceremony on March 22 in 

the presence of the Polish

Ambassador in Italy.

In May we had a visit of the 

Polish Minister of Education and 

the presentation of the new 

painting «Heliocentricity» 

donated by the artist Maestro 

Enrico Benaglia»

stable opening to 

the public IN October

2023

Since then the Museum offered

public visits to the citizens of 

Rome (also associated to 

important local and national 

events: Spring Days of FAI, 

Science Festival of Rome, Open 

House, etc.)
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Villa Mellini- The Copernican Hall during the inauguration



We plan to extend our research activities, but in general we would

like to focus on 

1) transforming the Copernican MAL in a center for historical

research and interdisciplinary studies

2) becoming an inspirational place for students, scholars and 

astronomers

3) communicating our strong presence to Roman citizens: a new 

cultural and scientific salon for the Eternal City, dedicated to the 

quiet determination and intellectual brilliance of Copernicus
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