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How the story began
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Milano, 
Jan 2020

It all started (professionally)
with a Thesis project supervised 
by Peppo Gavazzi

A number of other people involved
in WST started their carreer working
with Peppo as well
(M. Scodeggio, P. Franzetti,
S. Zibetti, A. Gallazzi)



  

Surveys, but at which wavelength?
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Menaggio, 
Apr 2014

Bianca’s professional path could
have been rather different:
● 15 out of the first 20 papers she

co-authored (1986-1992) have "X-ray" 
in the title, including all of the first ten

● Six of these are about BL Lac objects, 
and four are about searching for variability 
in X-ray sources.

Among the first 3 students to graduate with
Peppo Gavazzi as supervisor, 2 have chosen
a professional carreer in X-ray astronomy
(Ginevra Trinchieri and Antonella Fruscione)



  

From X-rays to Optical
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Milano, 
Jan 2020

But then Dario Maccagni, 
the person sharing at the time
the office with Peppo Gavazzi, and a 
former X-ray astronomer himself,
contributed steering Bianca’s 
carreer (and life) towards a different
path.

Looking at papers 10 to 30 
in chronological order among those 
co-authored by Bianca (1989-1997), 
14 are about clusters of galaxies, 
(8 about photometry, 4 about 
spectroscopy, 2 contain a mix of 
photometry and spectroscopy)



  

Spectroscopic Surveys
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Spectroscopic surveys make a big splash in European astronomy in the 1990s, 
primarily based on an Italy – France connection (or should we say competition??)



  

Spectroscopic Surveys: VIMOS
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Joining forces between Italy and France
the VIMOS project is born.

Imaging, MOS and IFU spectroscopy
To take advantage of the full FoV
of the ESO-VLT

Bianca is in charge of the software
side of the project, being in charge of
both the OPS (instrument control) and
DPS (data reduction) 



  

Spectroscopic Surveys: VIPGI
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VIMOS produced a lot of data,
and the DPS delivered to ESO
was not user-friendly at all.

To help the VVDS team process
the data relatively quickly, the
VIMOS Interactive Pipeline
Graphical Interface (VIPGI)
software package was created.

It provides an easy to use data 
organizer, an easy access
to the DPS data reduction recipes,
and some data visualization tools



  

Spectroscopic Surveys: 
a team is born

Remembering Bianca, WST Workshop, Napoli March 2025

Milano, 
Nov 2008

Bianca was among the first
to realize the VIPGI concept
was a rather powerful one
(besides the VVDS project), 
and decided to put together 
a team of people with a 
good mix of astronomical 
and software writing expertise
to expand it and make it
available for future projects 



  

Spectroscopic Surveys: VVDS
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Spectroscopic Surveys: tools
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VIPGI
VIMOS Data 
Reduction

EZ
Redshift and 
spectral features
measurements

FASE
Data management 
and advanced DB 
system interface

Easylife

Full Spectroscopic Survey
Management System



  

Spectroscopic Surveys: VIPERS
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Cernobbio, 
May 2017



  

Spectroscopic Surveys: VIPERS
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Krackow, 
Oct 2014



  

Spectroscopic Surveys: VIPERS
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Spectroscopic Surveys: VIPERS
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Spectroscopic Surveys: VANDELS
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Spectroscopic Surveys: Euclid
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Leiden, 
May 2013

Bianca was the
de-facto NISP 
Spectrograph Deputy
Instrument Scientist

She played a 
fundamental role
in ensuring NISP would
have the correct
performance for the
Euclid Spectroscopic
Survey, and that these
data would be properly
handled



  

Spectroscopic Surveys: Euclid
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Leiden, 
May 2013

She was extremely 
knowledgeable, and
not that easy to convince.

A number of times she
was asked to be part of
the ESA review board
in charge of monitoring the
development of the Euclid
Science Ground Segment
(data reduction pipelines)



  

Spectroscopic Surveys: Euclid
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Bonn, 
Jun 2018

Never shy to voice her
displasure if people were not
putting all their effort in the
work they were in charge of…

But also never shy to display
her appreciation for a work
done well and in time



  

Interrupted items…..
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Two projects she somehow helped start, but she could not see reach their fruition

The VLT MOONS spectrograph: 1000 fibers spectrograph 
for ESO-VLT

The WST proposal



  

Interrupted items…..

Remembering Bianca, WST Workshop, Napoli March 2025

IAU Meeting, 
Aug 2024



  

Just a quick summary...
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Having spent the last 30 years of her carreer working at big spctroscopic
Survey projects, she was part of many papers coming out of these projects.

If you search for her name in the ADS repository, you can find out she
co-authored 355 refereed papers (14 as first author).

Because of the nature of these big projects, involving bigger and bigger teams,
the list of her co-authors include a large fraction of the European Observational
Cosmology community.

There are 16 astronomers that are co-authors in more than 150 of these papers, 
Including G. Zamorani (258), O. Le Févre (212), M. Scodeggio (191), 
D. Maccagni (185), P. Franzetti (181) 



  

Not only and not always at work...
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Milano, 
Feb 2014

Settimo Suono Operette
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