
Agile timeline 

1997 ASI Call for Ideas for 2 Small Missions.

end of 1997, first selection, AGILE among 

the 10 projects approved for Phase A.

end of 1998, end of Phase A, ASI 

Conference. AGILE is selected for Phase B.

end of 1999, end of Phase B, AGILE is 

approved, program starts.



Agile timeline 2

end of 1999, end of Phase B, AGILE is 

approved, program starts.

2001, Pegasus not available anymore after 

9/11, search for a new launcher.

2003, CDR.



Satellite AGILE   
(IABG, Monaco          

16 giugno, 2006)



Agile timeline 3

2005, choice of the Indian launcher PSLV.

Problem with ITAR on GPS

2005-2006, scientific calibration, completion 

of the AGILE satellite and Ground Segment.

23 April 2007, AGILE successfully launched 

in LEO equatorial orbit by the PSLV 

launcher from the Indian space base of 

Shriharikota.



AGILE integrted on PSLV-C8 

Sriharikota, April 15, 2007



PSLV-C8



“coconuts cerimony”, Sriharikota, April 18, 2007, 6:00am



Om agnim ile purohitan

yajnasya devam rtvijam

hotaram ratnadhatamam

Rig Veda, I, 1





Agile on WikiLeaks







Agile timeline 4

May-July 2007, in orbit Commissioning.

August 2007, first gamma-ray sources 

detected by AGILE reported at the Stanford 

University meeting.

end of 2009, change from pointing to 

spinning mode.



Agile timeline 5

• 2007-2023, AGILE scientific observations.

February 2024, AGILE reentry because of 

natural orbital decay.

AGILE scientific activity in orbit lasted 

16 years and 10 months, a record for a 

Small Mission, surpassing in longevity any 

other satellite of the same class (e.g., the 

RHESSI NASA Explorer).


