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Up to a few months before the launch of Solar Orbiter, observation windows were planned to be scattered
throughout the orbit and mostly concentrated during perihelia. Moreover, perihelia would have been prob-
ably dominated by high resolution instruments, with potential off-pointings not compatible with the Metis
instrument. As the launch approached, the possibility arose of having a larger data volume than had been
anticipated before launch, and it was decided to set up a synoptic program to allow the imagers to observe
continuously. Therefore, the Metis team needed to compose a multi-person team to take care of planning
observations and, consequently, to set common tools and guidelines, define a hierarchy for editing, review
and approval of observational timelines, and to develop a practical and versatile tool for their creation.
This presentation describes the planning team and the tools that have been developed to undertake the delicate
task of moving the planning process forward.
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