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CTA - GALACTIC KSP

(1) GALACTIC PLANE SURVEY

(2) PEVATRONS

synthetic GPS:

• many different synthetic populations (SNR + ISNR, PWNe, gamma-ray binaries)

• diffuse emission 

• known sources — from gamma-cat, 3FHL, 3HWC, LHAASO (refined templates)

• SAMPLE OF known PULSAR/BINARIES —temporal profiles

KSP DEFINED BEFORE LHAASO (dated back to 2018) —> UPDATES UNDER DISCUSSION


PEVATRONS PAPER  —> focus on hadronic pevatrons and their HE spectral signatures

SURVEY OF THE GP IN few GEV - 300 TEV range, with unprecedented resolution/sensitivity

•  definition of selection criteria based on cut-off identification



synthetic GALACTIC PLANE SURVEY

Q. REMY et al. 2021

TYPE #detectable #DETECTED

SNR

PWN

ISNR

BINARY

KNOWN

37

294

24

10

134

16-31

241-257

20-14

10

111-122

# OF SOURCES WITH 

TS > 25 in 0.07-200 TeV

UP to 500 sources DETECTABLE
DOMINANT POPULATIONS

~ 60% PWNe

≲ 10% SNRs  

~ x6 HESS-GPS, 3HAWKC 

—> ~ 250 new detections expected
—> ~ x2 factor in detected snrs

(1) GPS



SYNTHETIC MODELS
PARameters of the populations tuned to reproduce the observed logN-logs distribution at high energies


Caveat: UNIDENTIFIED sources are supposed to be mostly PWNe

Q. REMY et al. 2021



PWN - the LARGEST CLASS

their modeling is fundamental for the interpretation of upcoming data


ingredients to generate the population:


• distribution of core-collapse snrs in the galaxy


• pulsar population (spatial distribution, p0, Ė0, b)


initial population (t=0 yr)

• EVOLVE THE POPULATION 


1. simulate dynamic evolution of each snr/pwn for long times (tfinal for gps =105 yr)


2. simulate radiative evolution of single spectra at multi-wavelength


FINAL population (t=tfinal)



core-collapse snrs

Spatial distribution + model of the galaxy from faucher-giguere & kaspi 2006

distribution of mass in the ejecta

(assumed range 5-20 M⦿ —smartt et al. 2009)

SNR modeled as in cristofari et al. 2017
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⦿

)

M. FIORI et al. 2022normal distribution with:

<mej>13 M⦿


σmej=3 M⦿


truncated at 20 M⦿




Generating pulsar wind nebulae

random association

snr - pulsar

M. FIORI et al. 2022

PULSAR POPULATION from watters & romani 2011 (gamma-ray pulsars)
Characterized by:


• fixed braking index (pure dipole): n=3

• magnetic field: logNormal with <logB>=12.65, σ<logB>=0.55 


• initial spin-down period: <p0> = 50 ms, σ<P0>=50 ms (truncated at 10 ms)


• pulsar kick velocity: double sided exp with <v>= 380 km/s


M. FIORI et al. 2021

SAMPLE of ~ 1300 objects



evolving pulsar wind nebulae

#1 #2 #3

Olmi & Bucciantini - Dawes review (in preparation)

the different phases of pwn evolution



evolving pulsar wind nebulae

#1 #2 #3

Olmi & Bucciantini - Dawes review (in preparation)

one zone models

good description


(Gelfand et al. 2009,

bucciantini et al. 2011,


martin et al. 2012) 

the different phases of pwn evolution



evolving pulsar wind nebulae

#1 #2 #3

Olmi & Bucciantini - Dawes review (in preparation)

critical

not properly 

accounted for in 
the past


(first attempt in 
fiori et al. 2022)

the different phases of pwn evolution



evolving pulsar wind nebulae

#1 #2 #3

Olmi & Bucciantini - Dawes review (in preparation)

transition (complex phase)

+ old systems (bow shocks)


the different phases of pwn evolution



evolving pulsar wind nebulae

#1 #2 #3

Olmi & Bucciantini - Dawes review (in preparation)

evolved systems not detected at gamma-rays 
so far


DIRECT contribution can be neglected


BUT connection with interesting features

(teV halos + x-ray tails)

GAMMA 
RAYS

GAMMA 
RAYS

GAMMA 
RAYS

the different phases of pwn evolution



WHat is reverberation?
starts with the reverse shock bouncing on the pwn

powerful pwn faint pwn

~no compression compression (EVEN EXTREME)

what definitely shapes the 
evolution is the balance 

between the internal (PWN) 
pressure and external (SNR) 

one

PW
N

SNR



[Torres & Lin 2019]


MAX(RPWN)

MIN(RPWN)

x

x

At the maximum 
compression the emitted 
luminosity exceeds LPWN  


APPEARANCE OF “SUPER-efficiency” for extreme compressive systems

IF LARGE PART OF THE POPULAtion undergo super-efficient phase, it might drastically change the SED at 
all wavelengths and the outcome of reverberation

bias in population studies!

WHY IS REVERBERATION CRITICAL?



standard models and extra-compression
“standard” one-zone models assume PSNR = 0.3-1 Psedov
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1D-HD

1zone

(PSNR=Sedov)
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1zone

HD informed

 difference <%

0.67/0.0007~960

0.67/0.015~45

factor 20 difference!

COMPARISON OF A STANDARD ONE ZONE MODEL AND 1D HD SIMULATION
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MODIFIED THIN-SHELL MODEL FOR THE GPS

FREE-expansion: standard one-zone model

 [M. fiori et al. 2022]

REVERBERATION: RECIPE FOR SNR P FROM 1D-HD

RELIC: ADIABATIC EXPANSION

EVOLUTION OF A RANDOM SOURCE

RADIATIVE EVOLUTION PERFORMED

WITH GAMERA LIBRARY



distribution of detected pwn in the galaxy

RESULTS FOR THE PWN SURVEY

detections vs entire population +

cfr with hess-gps detections 

detected 1/2 of PWN powered by 

powerful (Lpsr ≳ 1036 erg/s)

enormous jump in population

coverage
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CTA PWN SURVEY: COMPLETENESS
COMPLETENESS OF THE PWN survey in the Lpsr-Lpwn plane


GPS PAPER — in prep

Source confusion + unknown underling population will make detection more difficult 



PRESENCE OF UHE SOURCES
The SNR and PWN synthetic populations contain some UHE sources

>Tev Flux of PWN

roughly consistent

 with lhaaso



RESULTS FOR THE SNR SURVEY

shell + interacting snrs


New objects can be detected up to a distance of 20 kpc

and down to a flux of a few 10−14 photons/s 


GPS PAPER — in prep

UPGRade in flux sensitivity by ~5–10 than current Tev snrs sample




PEVATRONS

TWO FUNDAMENTAL ASPECTS in the definition of the science case:

(1) PARTICLE ACCELERATION IN INDIVIDUAL OBJECTS UP TO PEV ENERGIES

(2) CR SPECTRUM ≳ knee

search for extreme accelerators

distinguish between leptonic and hadronic accelerators  


—> need precise measurements of the HE spectral shape

require detailed look at sources to understand their possibility to accelerate at pev, 
their location (only < 4kpc distance can provide cr at earth), number

lhaaso’s 12 
pevatrons

(2)



a point on HADRONIC ACCELERATORS

SNR maybe not be the preferred candidates anymore:

• no clear evidence of acceleration of p @ E> 1 PeV

• expect to be rare + can survive as pevatrons for short times (≲50 yr) —> maybe not visible 
(strategy: look at interaction of escaped particles with molecular clouds?)

other possibilities:

• core-collapse SNR

— can produce pev particles in the first days after explosion (Consortium pub. in prep. - CR wg)

• massive young stellar clusters

— detected at gamma-rays, lHasso observed 1.4 pev photons from the cygnus cocoon. 

— theoretical models not much advanced yet (Cr wg)

• super bubbles (evolved stellar clusters)


• galactic center

— gamma-rays detected, source not clear (sgr a*, stellar clusters?)



leptonic ACCELERATORS: psr and pwn

lopez-coto et al. 2022

the crab is the unique firmly 
identified leptonic 

accelerator


keep in mind acceleration limits: maximum available 
energy from psr potential drop

ful
l d

rop

lopez-coto et al. 2022

efficiency in 
particles and b field
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are pwn also hadronic accelerators?
Presence of protons in the pw not excluded theoretically [see e.g. guepin et al. 2020]


—> can be only visible at vhe where ic is klein-nishina suppressed


vercellone et al. 2022

4% protons @
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good Vhe spectral data fundamental to distinguish 
leptonic/hadronic scenario (astri mini array!)



key role of cta0

pev sensitivity << lhaaso but large energy coverage + excellent angular/energy resolution


—> crucial to make sense out of lhaaso detections:

• angular resolution = identify position, nature and morphology of the source

• wide energy coverage = spectral shape (leptonic/hadronic)


pevatrons physics


—> best strategy seems: deep observations of selected candidates (from lhaaso  - astri ma 
— the gps — future instruments)


the galactic plane survey


widen the gamma-ray catalogue and add morphological information

• a factor of 6 more sources expected compared with HESS-GPS, 3HAWKC 

—> huge number of pwn (source confusion problem, distinguish pwn from halos?)


