
XL National Congress of the Italian Society for the History of Physics and
Astronomy

Contribution ID: 42 Type: not specified

Augusto Righi and “the intuition of the experiment”:
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According to Righi’s university colleague and friend Giacomo Ciamician who spoke at the com-memoration
held at the Senate few days after Righi’s death (8th of June 1920), “the intuition of the experiment”was Righi’
s most characterizing feature. Ciamician underlined Righi’s long-life com-mitment to repeat the major exper-
iments of the late 19th and early 20th Century by pointing out, at the same time, his inextinguishable tension
to carry out a personal adaptation of them.
In fact, Righi’s major works such as “L’ottica delle oscillazioni elettriche”published in 1897 or “La materia radi-
ante e i raggi magnetici”published in 1909 are largely based on experiments performed with devices designed
and built by Righi himself (some of them existing as unique exemplars).
A recent restoration of Righi’s principal instruments conserved at the Department of Physics and Astronomy
in Bologna (and carried out in view of a permanent exhibition opening in October 2020) allowed to root Ciami-
cian’s words into the historical objects.
The presentation will provide an insight into Righi’s experimental intuition by focussing in particular on
devices and experiments for the study of electromagnetic waves and matter physics.
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