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In the 1960s the American photographer Berenice Abbott (1898-1991) took photos of the electromagnetic field
for the Physical Science Study Committee project developed at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. The
project became a reform program in the teaching of physics that influenced the teaching of the subject all over
the world, also reaching Italy thanks to Giampietro Puppi.

Abbott was famous for her black and white photos of New York City architecture documenting the change
in the city according to the New Deal, while her passion for scientific photography was a key chapter in
her art since 1939. In fact, she brought her vision of unity between science and photography to MIT. She
invented experiments and built her tools to photograph invisible and difficult to capture phenomena. With
her originality Abbott managed to express the poetry of science and its contents. In particular, she captured
the essence of the movement in the form of the wave and managed to merge the undulatory and corpuscular
nature of light in a single photo.
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